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the contrary and in spite of what he had been given to
understand. It took more than one hour to get Gandhiji's
luggage to him, owing to the crush of the people who had
beleaguered the house of his host. The other gate was
crashed before we had been there many hours. The next
day he quietly slipped out to Abbottabad early in the morn-
ing, several hours before the time fixed for departure.
A public meeting wTas held at Haripur at evening.
Here again, a little incident gave to Gandhiji his cue. Be-
fore the meeting commenced a letter from the head master
of the local high school was handed to Gandhiji lodging-
a gentle complaint that the local Congress authorities had
failed to ask for his formal permission for holding their
meeting on the school grounds. Commenting upon this
in his speech, Gandhiji told the audience that observance
of perfect courtesy and a punctiliously correct behaviour
were as much part of non-violence as some of the other
and bigger things of which he had been telling them :
" Scientists tell us that we are descended from the ourang.
That may be so, but it is not man's destiny to live and die
a brute. In proportion as we cultivate non-violence and
voluntary discipline we are contra-distinguished from
brute nature and fulfil our destiny. One of the obliga-
tions that non-violence places upon us is to respect the
rights even of the weakest, for instance, even a little
child's."
A storm in a tea cup was caused by a small group
of " Socialists". They handed to Badshah Khan aR
address which they wanted to present to Gandhiji, but as:
the meeting had already commenced the permission could
not be granted. At this they left the meeting shouting-
unseemly slogans. Gandhiji utilized the incident to em-
phasize the necessity of forbearance in the scheme of
non-violence: " We must meet abuse by forbearance.
Human nature is so constituted that if we take absolutely
no notice of anger or abuse, the person indulging in it
will soon be weary of it and stop. We should harbour no-
resentment against those who tried to create the dis-
turbance which, without their meaning it, has taught us